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An analysis on exemption from disclosure
of information in different countries

Md Saifullahil Azam

)

@ 2 FH

Ihe Right to Information Act 15 enacted in different names in
different ¢ountmes in different tmes 0 make provisien For
ensuring  Freg flow of infermation and  people™s nght 1o
mbormation. [F pecple’s night to information s ensured, the
transparcney and accounmtability of publie, automemous and
stotubory  organizations and of other privale  mstitatiens
constituted or run by govenment or Foreign fund comuption of
the same shoall decrease and good governance shall be
established

Sweden’s Freedom of the Press Act (FOPAY 1766 1= widely
comsidered  the obdest pece of freedom of  mivrmatien
begislation m the world. [t ol exactly 200 vears o eross the
Atlantie Oeean e the umted States of America enocted the low
m 196 as Freedom of Information Act (FOLA). In the
subcomtinent this Kind of law was adopted first m Pakistan in

2002 Indin enocled the low m 2005 a5 Fight 4o Infonmation Act.

Hangladesh enacted the law in 2008 52 Right 1o Information
Act m the very first session of 9 parliament. Under this At
with some exceptions, the authorty 15 bound to provide with
thee information requested fior,

In Sweden the nght of aceess rrry b restmeted only i restrietion

is mecessary having regard o 7 categories while the U8A have @
categonies of exoempiions. Exemplions provide probegtion For [0
categories of mbormation m Inde whale the BT s exermpins
provide protection for 20 cotegenies in Bangladesh, A schedule
vide seetion 32 also cnumerates that the pronasions of the BT
Act would not apply {except with regard 1o informatien
peraming o comuption  and  violation of  loman nghis)
pemaming o cerigm slafe secunts and II'|1I."|'|I,LD."|II.:1.' ACTICIEE
mvodved mostate secunty and miclhigence gathenng.

Some exempiions are commen i oall far countries like
mbormation relatimg e the security, mbegrity and sovercigniy

prohibited from disclosure by competent eourt of low, tode
sgerels and  other confidenbial  commercial  mformatien,
infommation  that would mvade someone’s personal privacy,
infommation which would nwpede the mterest of preventing or
prosgcuting crime, infonmation having regard to the econonmie
inderest of the pubhic instiution, mbermation compiled for law
enforcemenl purpsases

Sweden’s Freedom ol the Press Act (FOPA) restnets dhe nght
of nocess i negessary having regard to the prevention of anamal
of plant species which seeme wmigue while FOLA of United
States of Amenca resincts the mght ol acecss 1o geological
infermation on wells, Moreover, the FOLA does ot apply o
congress, the courts, or the mner office of the Whide House, nor
does it apply o records o the custody of state or local
aovermments, However, all slate governmends have their own
statutes that provide procedures for aceess to state records,

Indea’s BIT A, 2005 and Bangladesh's BT Act, 2009 hove
almosi  similar  exemphions  especially  relofing 1o the
infommatien, the diselosure of which would couse o bresch of
special privilege of the parllament, document meluding
summanes to be placed before the cabunet and inlormation
relating o descussion and decizion of such mestimgs

Muzceas has been restneted with regard o mbormutien abo issues
Eallmeg under the core arcas state security, foreagn policy, pnvacy,
business sccrets and protessional confidence. One reason For
restmction 15 thal the personal data obtained i the course of
government work need fo be protected beconse of s sensinaty
The operation of authentes can also not be wholly pablic o
matbers dealing with natsemnal secumty o crime prevention,

These exeeplions o the male an: being theroughly examined o
different countnes, which deim] what government agencies

con  keep seerct, what type of documnent, under what
clircumstances and towards whorm.
In caze of RTI Act of Bangladesh boing  umbappy with

aovemment and non-gevemment decision not to discloss
requested anfonmation, requesters may complam o the
Information Commuisseon wha will then give s desision on
the subgect. Both ecomplamts and  decisions are public
docurments under the ETT Act

Inm July Z00F a pew law on people™s mght o know public
information come into operation. The purpese of the Law s o

aive citizens better opporiunibies o understand how poblic seetor
works and uses public money. Another imporant purpose = o
make public mstiutions  aceountable,  transparen it

cormuption shall decrease and good govemancs shall esiablish
|Wonter: Workmyg as Drregtor (Bessnch, Pablication smd Tramang)

an Indermation Commasssen, Lhaka, Hangladiesh |
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